62. VOLLEYBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS

The Volleyball Championships shall be held annually and held in accordance with the rules of the International Volleyball Federation (FIVB) as interpreted by the British Volleyball Federation, and adopted and approved by the BUSA Volleyball Sports Management Group.

62.1
The Championship


Teams shall play in a merit based structure within their playing Conference. These shall be the qualifying competitions for men and women in the first and second term to produce the required number of teams to progress to the knockout stages of the Championship and Shield.


The number of qualifiers from each Conference to the last 16 KO stages of the Championship and Shield shall be as follows:


Scotland
two


Northern
four


Midlands
four


Western
three


South East
three

62.1.1
No men can play in the women’s competition and vice versa.  No mixed teams are allowed.

62.1.2
All fixtures played in a normal weekly league programme shall be best of five sets and played under FIVB rules whereby all sets are rally points.  The first four sets shall be first to 25 points and by two clear points.  A deciding fifth set shall be first to 15 points and again by two clear.

62.1.3
A match shall be decided by the first team reaching three sets. Where this involves a 3-0 or 3-1 result, the remaining set(s) of the available five shall be played to facilitate player development and opportunity to maximise playing opportunities and effectively utilise booked facility time. The remaining set(s) played will have no bearing on the match result.

62.1.4
Where the Conference programme has a hybrid system involving some teams in weekly league matches and a tournament format, all matches, both league and tournament, shall be best of three sets to enable an equitable means of separating any tied teams at the end of the season. The first two sets shall be first to 25 points and by two clear points.  A deciding third set shall be first to 15 points and again by two clear.

62.1.5
Conference league matches played under 62.1.5 above as a weekly league match shall also play the remaining two or three sets for player development as under 62.1.3.

62.1.6
A minimum hall booking of two hours is required.  This shall comprise at least ten minutes general warm up, ten minutes for hitting and serving leaving at least one hour and 40 minutes for the match.  Teams must be advised of the warm up start time, and the match start time, which must not be less than twenty minutes after the start of the warm up. If for any reason only one time is quoted then this must be taken to be the start of the warm up. Under such circumstances teams must arrive at the venue in good time to allow the warm up to start at the appointed time.


62.1.47
In the event of a team arriving late the following procedure shall apply. Where both team captains agree, and sufficient hall time is available, then the match shall be played in full.




Where one team objects then the following procedure shall apply. If a team is not on court and ready to play at the published match start time they shall be allowed a maximum of fifteen minutes leeway to appear. At fifteen minutes after the published match start time the team that is late shall lose the first set 25-0. 




They shall then lose a set for every subsequent 15 minutes that they are late until they are 45 minutes late at which point the match shall be awarded as a walkover.




If the team that is late arrives during one of the fifteen minute leeway periods then they shall be allowed the balance of the time remaining within that period to warm up and be ready to play at the next deadline point. Therefore it is possible for a team to arrive late, fall behind on sets but still win the match on the court of play.

62.2
The Championship Finals


The Championship Finals shall be contested over a weekend at a venue decided by BUSA.  Play will start on Friday evening and conclude on Sunday afternoon.  Teams will compete in two pools of four progressing to cross-over Semi-Finals and a Final.

62.2.1
The top eight mens and womens teams shall contest the Championship Finals. The Championship Finals shall be contested in accordance with rules and procedures as decided by the BUSA Volleyball Management Group and published in the Championship Finals programme.

62.2.2

The Shield

Qualifiers to the Shield knockout competition shall progress to Semi-Finals and Final taking place over a weekend at a date and venue decided by BUSA.  Where possible this will be the same venue and date as the Championship Finals.

