British Universities Volleyball Finals 2003

The British Universities (BUSA) Volleyball Finals were held at Loughborough University in March, with eight men’s teams and eight women’s teams contesting the Championship finals, and four men’s and four women’s teams contesting the Shield.

Over one hundred and seventy teams started the season last October. These are placed in leagues of six, based on merit and geography. Ten league games on Wednesdays over the winter saw the orders of merit established within the five geographical Conferences. This produced the sixteen qualifiers for the national knock out rounds at the end of February.

The knock out round saw some unexpected results, but the best teams progressed to Finals weekend. A geographic mix from Edinburgh to Plymouth, Cardiff to Kent.

Forty four Championship matches were closely contested over the weekend. It was also a record weekend on two counts. The twenty four teams brought a total of two hundred and seventy players and coaches, as well as dozens of supporters! The weekend also saw a record nineteen different nationalities on show, from China to Chile, and most points in between!

This gave rise to an exciting and dynamic backdrop to the games, with the excitement and competitiveness of the different cultures adding to the mix!

The women’s Championship pools saw Loughborough comfortably top their group ahead of Cardiff, Reading and Leeds. In the second pool Cambridge defeated Edinburgh 15-13 in the deciding set to top the group ahead of Kent and Manchester.

This gave semi finals of Loughborough against Edinburgh and Cardiff against Cambridge. Loughborough came flying out of the blocks, with England internationals Jenna Taylor, Rachel Laybourne and Lucy Wicks hitting top form and blew Edinburgh off court 25-9, 25-15 in an impressive display.

Cambridge seemed equally assured in dealing with the surprise package, Cardiff, 25-10, 25-15 with Anne Mullen and Cyndee Carver in exceptional form.

In the meantime, the men’s Championship Sheffield Hallam cruised through ahead of Oxford, Southampton and Leeds without dropping a set. Defending Champions Cambridge were equally dominant in the other pool with Newcastle finishing ahead of Plymouth and Sheffield on sets won.

The Oxbridge semi final saw Cambridge retain their superiority with a comfortable 25-21, 25-21 victory.

The second semi, Newcastle v Hallam was a classic. Hallam took an early lead but were overtaken by Newcastle with Norwegian outside hitter Tord Johnsen to the fore as they edge the first set 25-22. Hallam came back hard in the second set with England internationals Alex Porter and Efe Eurero in top attacking form. Points were traded all the way through, with never more than two points in it. Hallam eventually secured the set 33-31 on a block. 

The deciding set was equally tight, but Hallam applied some service pressure and took a vital lead to 14-11. But all was not over with Johnsen and Greek Div 2 player Grig Margaritis determined to go out blazing! Three match points were saved and then he game was turned on its head as Newcastle produced six unanswered points to win 16-14 in an amazing match. 

Loughborough women retained their title in convincing fashion defeating Cambridge 25-16, 25-11 with Debbie Spokes ensuring control of the middle net.

The Men’s Final saw Cambridge start off in determined mood to retian their crown. Canadian outside Andy Lynn was in sparkling form and soon saw the light Blues take the first set 25-14. Newcastle awoke form their slumbers, and perhaps Cambrdige wennt a little off the boil, as Johnsen and Turkish semi pro Burak Calkan took the game by the scruff of the neck and take the second set 25-17. The deciding set went the way of the second, too many Cambridge errors and outstanding hitting by Newcastle saw them take the set 15-7 to win their first ever BUSA volleyball title.

In the Shield competition, for teams not in the top leagues in the Conferences, Bournemouth men, aided by the presence of Dave Hubbard, Rich Newman, Greg Weaver and Sergio Nunes – all from National League Division One side Wessex, ran out comfortable winners beating York 25-14, 25-19, 25-21.

UMIST defeated Durham 3-1, 25-14, 25-10, 14-25, 25-17 to take the Women’s Shield title.

British Universities Home Nations Championships 2003 

The British Universities Home Nations Volleyball Championships were held at Manchester University on 22-23 March.

With a clash of dates with the English National Squads, and Scottish National League play offs, several key players were missing. Which may have weakened the English and Scottish sides, and with Wales and N Ireland fielding their strongest teams, it made for a more competitive event.

Republic of Ireland universities and City of Salford were guest teams to finalise the six team, round robin event.

English Universities were defending Champions in both men’s and women’s events, and started as confident favourites to retain their crowns. 

In the men’s event English Universities did not drop a set, with the firepower of the likes of Albrecht Glitz, Andy Lynn, Luke Rosenberg and Tord Johnsen too much for the various defences. These, and others, also provided a very stable passing unit and dynamic field and net defence to enable them to assert their attack potential.

Welsh Universities, with many overseas players, ended as runners up with a strong performance against England and deserved victories over N Ireland and Scotland.

N Ireland took third place following a close win in the deciding set against a disappointed Scotland.

English Universities women were also undefeated in the Home Nations and began to live to their potential with a final game win over Scotland 25-14, 25-7 with Cristina Barbero, Ausra Glozeckaite and Daniela Riva in outstanding form.

Wales again provided the toughest opposition with their star player Magda Ferkolva from the Czech Republic giving an awesome display in the middle, and they were narrowly defeated 25-22, 25-22.

Wales were able to record a win over Scotland to claim second spot. Again Scotland were disappointed but defeated N Ireland to take third place.

