Great Britain Students Women's Volleyball Team - Daegu, Korea August 2003

PRESS RELEASE 1st July 2003


Women under pressure

Faced with the late withdrawal of  4 of his initial selection of 16, GB student coach Craig Handford has come up trumps. He has found a younger, more hungry set of replacements and is now all set to face the challenge of the World University Games in Daegu, Korea (20 - 31 August 2003) with the best that British women's student volleyball can offer.

GB face the volleyball might of Russia and France as well as the improving Australian and the unknown Algerian teams in the preliminary group (20 countries have entered ). With a knock-out phase to follow, based on initial group placing, GB is looking to improve on its 12th place (18 teams) in the 2001 Games in Beijing.

Shauna Mullin, an aggressive swing hitter flies the flag for the the Scottish Universities, while the talented, and young middle blocker Lianè Herbert looks to claim a starting position. Ex England Juniors Helen Brown, Sarah Palmer and Jess Smith, England Seniors Carly Williams, Rachel Bragg and Nicola Osborne support the 'old hands' Lisa Mullarkey, Lucy Wicks, Chantel Mortimer, Katie Virr and Rachel Laybourne, who all experienced the joys and disappointments of the 2001 Games (in a squad still to be reduced to 12).

Based in Loughborough for an intense summer preparation programme, the team competes in the prestigious Whitfield Tournament 19 - 20 July in Bath, fly to Sweden for a 3 match series 26 - 30 July (hosted by Kolbacks VC, Swedish 1st Division club) and drive to Belgium for a 4 match series against Hecktel VC  6 - 10 August (Belgium 1st Division). Flying out on 16 August the team will have a 4 day acclimatisation period before their first match. 

Coach Handford  - "The support from BUSA (medical and logistical, preparation time, admin backup) allows us to prepare in a manner which volleyball in Great Britain rarely enjoys. Thanks are due to Lenny Barry, chair of BUSA Volleyball, - without his help we wouldn't have this opporunity. Our team may not be capable of challenging the 'Russias' of the volleyball world, but we know that we can build on the work that is happening here and now in Britain and deliver a performance of which British volleyball can be proud." 

For further information:

Manager: Michael McKeever 

Tel +44 (0) 1664 857730

Email michael.mckeever@ntlworld.com

Coach Craig Handford

Tel +44 (0)  1509 228471

Email c.handford@lboro.ac.uk

BUSA Press Officer Marii Irvine

Tel + 44 (0) 207357 8555

Email Mairi@busa.org.uk

Web site http://www.busa.org.uk/DisplayPage.asp?pageid=2545
Team list:

	Name
	Height
	Born
	Position
	University
	Club
	Hometown
	First club

	Rachel 
	Bragg
	185
	1984
	Universal
	L'borough
	Loughborough Students
	Kidderminster
	Cleobury

	Helen 
	Brown 
	175
	1983
	Hitter
	L'borough
	Loughborough Students
	Bournemouth
	Wessex

	Liane
	Herbert
	194
	1985
	Middle
	L'borough
	Loughborough Students
	Milton Keynes
	Cranfield

	Rachel 
	Laybourne
	181
	1982
	Universal
	L'borough
	Loughborough Students
	Sheffield
	Sheffield

	Chantel 
	Mortimer 
	187
	1978
	Middle
	L'borough
	Loughborough Students
	Bournemouth
	Wessex

	Lisa 
	Mullarkey
	190
	1980
	Middle
	Kings Coll, London
	London Malory
	London
	London QKX

	Shauna 
	Mullin
	180
	1984
	Hitter
	Heriot-Watt Edinburgh
	City of Edinburgh, Queensferry
	Edinburgh
	Queensferry

	Nichola 
	Osbourne
	181
	1984
	Middle
	Oxford
	London Malory
	Lymington, Hants
	Wessex

	Sarah 
	Palmer 
	165
	1984
	Libero
	L'borough
	Loughborough Students
	Bournemouth
	Wessex

	Jess
	Smith
	180
	1983
	Hitter
	Chichester
	Portsmouth COMAX
	Portsmouth
	Purbrook

	Katie 
	Virr
	178
	1983
	Hitter
	L'borough
	Loughborough Students
	Ripon, Yorks
	Leeds

	Lucy 
	Wicks
	176
	1982
	Setter
	L'borough
	Loughborough Students
	Poole
	Wessex

	Carly 
	Williams 
	176
	1983
	Setter
	L'borough
	Loughborough Students
	Bristol
	Speedwell
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	Craig 
	Handford
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	Michael
	McKeever
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Physio
	Louise 
	Fawcett
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