INDECIT CHAMPIONS LEAGUE

A COMPARISON OF FINAL FOUR RESULTS BETWEEN MEN AND WOMEN.

Some difference will be highlighted between men and women play characteristics on bases of final four matches of the INDECIT CHAMPIONS LEAGUE competition.

Service:

	
	%Ace
	%Error 
	Ratio
	Ace/set

	Women 
	4.92
	9.60
	0.34
	1.12

	Men
	5.06
	18.14
	0.22
	1.20


The preliminary round has shown relatively high error percentages in particular for the men. This is still the case for the final matches where errors for the men are twice that observed for the women. The ace over ace plus error ratio which is a valuable yardstick for efficiency is hence clearly higher for the women.

Receiving:

	
	%Error
	%Pos
	%Exc

	Women 
	7.22
	69.1
	50.6

	Men
	6.71
	70.2
	56.8


Excellent passes are defined as leaving all attack options open. It appears hence that men make slightly less errors and obtain higher precision than the women do. There is however quite some discrepancy between reported aces and receiving errors and women would have been expected to make slightly less errors if it is assumed that service data are more reliable.

Blocking 

Blocking shows a small advantage to the women.

	
	Suc/set 

	Women  
	2.56

	Men
	2.50


It is unfortunate that no data are available on the type of block. Coleman for instance in the volleyball-coaching bible reports that the efficiency for the men increases from a single to a three-man block but that it decreases in the women game. The setter in the women game hence has not necessarily to go for a single block.

Attack

	
	%Kill
	%Neutral
	%Error
	CKill%

	Women 
	42.48
	41.08
	16.44
	31.16

	Men 
	47.48
	35.14
	17.38
	36.43


Ckill is the result corrected to zero error.

The men’s game shows higher kill percentage for near equal errors which results in higher efficiency as expressed by the to zero error corrected kill data.

The number of neutral attacks is higher in the women game, which is the underlying factor, in that the women game on average shows longer rallies.

From those data the score rate can be estimated, this amounts 0.389 for the men and 0.407 for the men. The score rate is the chance of scoring a point for the team having the service. It appears hence slightly more difficult to score for the men, which could be the reason that the men apply a more aggressive serving as a way to score directly.

