


                       


NATIONAL VOLLEYBALL PREMIER LEAGUE

HELD IN WARWICK

‘Docklands spoil Riga’s Party’

 

The second of three legs of the Premier League featuring the top three men’s clubs in English volleyball arrived at Warwick on Sunday all square with one win each from the opening stage in Leicester in December. For a while it looked as though the results were going to be a repeat of the first leg but, late in the afternoon, the English Volleyball Association’s Cup holders revenged their earlier defeat at the hands of the hosts in a very close match; indeed, over the three sets each team scored an identical 72 points.

 

St Nicholas Park Leisure Centre staff had transformed the normally cavernous sports hall into a warmly welcoming space by the addition of hundreds of chairs opposite the balcony and a refreshment area in one corner with space for spectators to mingle between the matches. Many deterred by the forecast of heavy rain no doubt, not all the chairs were filled but, despite that and a chill wind outside, a reasonable number of seats were occupied. It was encouraging to see a good number of young local volleyballers staying on for the whole day after an excellent Volleyball Workshop staffed by star players from the Warwick Riga club and, while the average age of the crowd was low, it was boosted by a number of retired players who look like starting a tradition of using this event as a reunion, some having travelled a long distance to be present. The music and inter-match entertainment added to the enjoyment and helped to create a friendly, almost family atmosphere.

 

Match 1 – Malory v Docklands

A repeat of the last match at Leicester and with the same result: in the East Midlands London Malory had shaded the third set but in Warwick London Docklands refused to offer any concessions. Having seen the working of the league scoring system where even sets lost are valuable if the score is close, players were encouraged in more determined play. Both teams began with some big hitting but, from three all when Jesse Kaptein’s diagonal spike caught out the opposition block, Docklands moved progressively further ahead. Malory were never in front in the second set although they levelled at five all after slipping to 1:3. Again there was plenty of good and varied attacking but the blocking also was excellent and one, on Albrecht Glitz, Joe Mildred will have found particularly satisfying although it was negated the very next rally when Glitz and Martin Blake returned his smash to his feet. Between sets, announcer Phil Allen persuaded Riga coach Tom Young to predict that Docklands would win the third set too so it was in the nature of sport that Malory would set out to prove him wrong. They began by playing their best volleyball of the match and stretched an early lead to three points at 3:6 when Kaptein hit wide after a great rally and wonderful recovery by Malory had presented him with a fairly easy ball. Aaron Stolberg, a guest from Aquila Lynx, then showed why he is popular as his power hit drew gasps from the watchers who were becoming used to power hits. Docklands were on their way back. They drew level at six all, moved ahead with some good serving, an aspect of the game that had regularly let down both sides, and were fully in command at 10:16. Malory then regained their composure and battled for points especially with Mildred, Fee and Omoshebi in the blocks. In the end the set score rather flattered the victors, set point coming when Mo Sliti hit off the block after Malory had recovered a difficult ball and nearly converted the effort into a point and the final point coming when the same player’s serve hit the net band and fell, unplayable, onto Malory’s court.

 

Before the next match, spectators and participants were entertained by two young ladies’ exhibition of Indian dancing: rhythmic, flowing and beautifully executed and warmly applauded.

 

Match 2 – Warwick Riga v London Malory

The vocal home support was augmented at the start when the Mayor of Warwick and the Chair of Warwick District Council joined the crowd. The first set had gone to Riga in Leicester and for most of the first half of the first set here it seemed that the support would earn a repeat. Warwick Riga held a slender lead until London Malory caught up at eleven all and then moved ahead while Andy Carr enjoyed an especially productive spell of play. The second set was close and tense up to seventeen all when a three-man block by Kees de Hoogh, Phil Wyles and John Gilling gave Riga extra confidence to go on deservedly to level the score. However, once the early exchanges of the third set were out of the way, Malory’s greater experience began to tell and Joe Mildred’s heavy hitting seemed to take its toll. Two-one to Malory, as at Leicester. Yet the match was different; and different from the preceding one. Both teams’ liberos played superbly well, Matthew Howe for Riga and Polonia’s Andrzej Saller, ‘abusing’ his position as a guest (legally as libero). The steady back court enabled each setter: Phil Wyles and Dave Rijvers to excel and offer a supply of passes that might have made all the attack players imagine it was their birthday. There were a few mistakes, of course, but all in all an entertaining match for newcomers to the sport as well as for the long-time enthusiast. Selecting a most valuable player for Councillor Michael Doody to award the bottle of bubbly involved no little debate.

 

Dancing again entertained everyone before the final match, this time by a nine-strong troupe of Bangla dancers whose exhausting and well-coordinated demonstration of intricate steps was equally appreciated.

 

Match 3 – Warwick Riga v London Docklands

If there had been a script, it would have written a starring role for Warwick Riga. If there were, nobody told London Docklands who refused to yield an inch during the final and deciding set. The early rallies had been well contested and evenly divided but, after Alex Radu’s back-court attack had drawn warm applause to earn a two point lead, Riga moved to a seemly unassailable 20:15, helped by an exceptional debut in the competition by Dan Turnbull who is registered for Riga’s second team. However, such occasions are made for Albrecht Glitz who, despite having a day on which his usual high standards were not fully realised, helped bring Docklands back to 23:23. Then, despite Riga enjoying a set point at 25:24, the Londoners held on then converted their second set point with an impressive three-man block. The second set was completely different though again with high standard volleyball. Neither Docklands nor Riga were ever more than a single point behind until Riga grabbed an extra point with a top spin jump serve by John Gilling that surprised his opponents and made it 17:15. Docklands never quite recovered. They retained the character, nevertheless, to compete throughout the third set where the lead changed hands several times after Riga had recovered a tiny deficit to twelve all until the scores were tied again at seventeen all. Sadly, it was an over long serve by Andy Sinclair of Sheffield, one of Riga’s guest players, that gave Docklands match point, converted at the second attempt. The show moves to Berkshire and to Windsor Leisure Centre on Sunday 21st March. Every one of the teams can still win the title – or the wooden spoon. It promises to be one of those days that remain long in the memory. Not to be missed.

 

Written by Douglas Barr-Hamilton
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and Photo’s by Jon McGugan

Day’s Results

London Docklands beat London Malory
25:19 25:21 25:17

London Malory beat Warwick Riga 

25:18 21:25 25:19

London Docklands beat Warwick Riga
27:25 20:25 25:22

 

Premier League Table

	 
	Matches
	Sets
	Points

	
	P
	W
	L
	W
	L(22+)
	L(15+)
	L(14-)
	 

	London Docklands
	4
	3
	1
	8
	2
	2
	0
	39

	London Malory
	4
	2
	2
	5
	2
	5
	0
	30

	Warwick Riga
	4
	1
	3
	5
	2
	4
	1
	26


 

Players of the day

· Boris Halatchev, London Docklands 

· Joe Mildred, London Malory 

· Andy Vincett, London Docklands 
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For further information on volleyball nationally of locally –contact

English Volleyball Association

Suit B Loughborough Technology Centre

Epinal Way

Loughborough

LE11 3G3

Tele 01509 631 699

www.volleyballengland.org
