EURO LEAGUE - MATCH REPORT
Sunday 24th May 2009
GB v FRANCE
0-3 (21-25, 18-25, 18-25)

GB went in to today’s game in a positive frame of mind.
As in the previous match, they go off to a confident start, trading kills to lead at 8-7 and 16-14.  The middles worked tirelessly to create openings for the power attackers, who took their opportunities to put the ball away.  France took the lead at 18-17, Janine Sandell brought the scores level at 19-19.  Once again the GB team showed great defensive qualities, but despite two further GB kills, France produced a kill and two blocks to close out the first set 21-25.

The second set continued at the same tempo, with Jenn Taylor and Lynne Beattie leading the way in offense.  With the scores tied at 5-5, the French power hitter Schleck stepped up to jump spin serve, forcing two serve receive errors; followed by two straight blocks opened up a four point gap which proved to be decisive.  With the scores at 7-11 the crowd witnessed the best rally of the match, with excellent defensive recoveries on both sides; the rally was finally finished with a towering block from Grace Carter.

At 13-19, Lizzie Reid entered the match, and her first touch was an impressive stuff block.  She backed this up with another at 16-22, but France finally finished the set 18-25.

The third set was again evenly balanced, with France holding a narrow advantage at 10-12.  Powerful hitting from France through both aerials, opened up the gap to 12-16, and although GB fought hard to stay in the match, France forced home their advantage taking the set 18-25.

The GB team have taken valuable lessons from this first Euro League experience and look forward to their first home leg against Turkey in Sheffield next weekend.

Player of the match:  Lucy Wicks

